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Dear Parents and Carers, 

As promised, I am writing with additional information about the return of students to our school 

campus. First, a reminder about the dates for our phased return: 

Commencing Monday 25 October 
(Week 4) 

• Early childhood centres (ECEC) 

• Preschool and kindergarten  

• Years 1 and 2 

• Year 6  

• Years 9 and 10 

• Out of school hours care (OSHC) 
 

Commencing Monday 1 November 
(Week 5) 

• Years 3, 4 and 5  

• Years 7 and 8 
 

From weeks 1 to 4 of term, onsite supervision and care continues to be available for vulnerable children and 
young people whose parents/carers are essential workers. 

 

Drawing on national and local health advice we have developed a return to school plan which has 

three key priorities: 

• the health and safety of staff and young people  

• the mental and emotional well-being of students and staff, and 

• ensuring continuity of learning. 

Below is an outline of ACT Health Guidelines that schools are required to implement to ensure 

effective COVID-19 measures are in place.  

Use of Check 
in CBR app 

All staff and visitors must check in using the Check in CBR app. Parents and carers cannot 
enter school grounds except for an essential reason. Visitors must call to make an 
appointment, or in advance of attendance. All visitors must report to the Front Office.  
  

Student illness Staff and students who are unwell are not able to attend school. Students who present unwell 
will be required to go home. 
 

Hygiene Schools will maintain and promote appropriate hand hygiene and respiratory hygiene 
practices. Students will need to wash hands and use hand sanitisers throughout the day. 
Students will not be allowed to share food or drink.  
 

Masks Staff, visitors and students* in years 7-12 must wear a face mask on campus. Students in 
years 3-6 are encouraged to wear a mask if they are comfortable doing so. Students in 
preschool to year 2 are not required to wear a mask. Masks may not be suitable for students 
with a disability or medical condition and schools will make allowances for those students not 
to wear masks.  
* Students will be required to wear their own personal masks. Disposable masks will be 
available at school for those who require them. Disposable masks need to be changed every 
four hours.  
 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1861600/09.-Health-Guidelines-for-Schools-and-ECEC-including-OSHC.pdf
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Physical 
distancing 

Physical distancing between children and young people is not always possible, particularly in 
single classrooms and school environments. It is however important for limiting the 
transmission of COVID 19. To promote physical distancing, we may adjust learning programs, 
breaktimes and our timetable, as well as pick up and drop off arrangements. More specific 
information about what this means for your child is included below. 
 

Environmental 
cleaning 

Our school cleaning program includes regular cleaning of high touch services, frequently used 
objects, and play equipment. 
 

Ventilation 
 

All schools have been assessed to increase fresh air circulation and this may involve changes 
to ventilation, modifying HVAC system settings and maximising the use of outdoor learning 
spaces.  
 

Managing 
suspected 
cases 
 

We are prepared to respond to a positive COVID-19 case on campus, should the need arise. 
ACT Health will provide direction to the school and community, which may result in a full or 
partial school closure. A student who presents with symptoms of COVID-19 will be isolated 
with suitable supervision, and parents/carers will be contacted and required to collect their 
child. Symptomatic students will be required to wear a mask.  
 

Will schools 
have routine 
testing for 
COVID-19? 

Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms should get tested immediately. ACT Health is not 
recommending routine COVID-19 testing of children, young people or staff using rapid antigen 
testing. 
 

Wellbeing 
supports 
 

Wellbeing and learning supports, such as face to face appointments with the school 
psychologist or access to a Learning Support Assistant, will recommence with the return to 
school. 
 
For parents and carers of students with a medical vulnerability: if you wish the school to make 
reasonable adjustments for the safe return of your child, you must consult a GP and provide 
medical advice to that effect. Where adjustments can’t be made, the school will support your 
child to learn from home. 
 

 

To further support the ACT Health Guidelines our school is making the following adjustments: 

Drop off and 
pick up  

Riding and walking to school 

Where possible and age appropriate, we encourage children to walk or ride to school to ease the 

congestion in the car park. There will be staff members on duty from 8:30 am. As always, children will 

not be able to play on any equipment before school as there is insufficient supervision for this activity. 

Please avoid the front of the school where vehicles are dropping off and picking up students. 

Perhaps consider a part way point outside the school grounds for older students to meet you. 

 
Transitions at the beginning and end of each day 

The school will be heavily reliant on our families maintaining social distancing at 

this time. We ask that you do not enter the school unless you have made a prior arrangement with the 

Principal or Deputy Principals. Please contact the Front Office on 6142 0520 should this be required. 

Please say your goodbyes outside the school gate and direct your child/ren to their learning space. 

Your family may need to identify a new meeting point for pick up. The oval is a great option where you 

can socially distance. 
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Car park 

We are asking all families using the drop off/ pick up part of the car park to write their child/ren’s 

name on a piece of paper and lay it flat on the passenger side of the dashboard in a way that is visible. 

This will assist us to locate your child/ren and direct them to the correct car efficiently. Please be 

patient, this process will take us some time and remember to stay in your car. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drop off K-6 

We are asking adults to remain in their cars for pick up and drop off. We know some children may 
struggle with transitioning back to school, our friendly staff will support you if needed.  
The school will have staff available in the car park each morning to support families to drop their 
children off. There will be staff on duty from 8:30am. 
 
Pick up K-6  

Pick up in the front car park will work in the same way, please remain in your car and we will direct 

students to you when your car has stopped. 

 

School Map 
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Preschool drop off 

We have assigned an area labelled Entry/Exit Preschool Only (map above) as the drop off point for 
preschool children. There is a potential for this area to become congested, so we ask that adults are 
mindful of social distancing. We recognise that due to the age of preschool children, a handover is 
required to and from loved ones. Please say your goodbyes before the children enter through the gate. 
We know some children may struggle with transitioning back to school, our friendly staff will support 
you if needed. Please drop your child off between 9:00am – 9:30am. The children will begin the day 
with outside activities which we hope will assist with the transition back to school.  
 
Preschool pick up 

We have assigned an area labelled Entry/Exit Preschool Only (map above) as the pick up point for 
preschool children. There is a potential for this area to become congested, so we ask that adults are 
mindful of social distancing. The Preschool Gate will be clearly marked. Kelly and Sue will assist the 
safe transition of all preschool students from school to their loved ones. Please pick your child up 
between 2:30pm – 3:00pm 
 
Kindergarten pick up 

We also recognise that the age of kindergarten children will in most cases require a handover to loved 

ones. Our kindergarten teachers will bring kindergarten children to Gate 3 (map above) at 2:55pm. 

Loved ones will be able to collect kindergarten students from outside the gate. We anticipate that less 

traffic at this time will make for a smoother and safer transition between school and home. Please 

understand that siblings will not be able to be collected from school at this time and will be dismissed 

from class at 3:00pm as usual. Kindergarten siblings will be able to collect kindergarten students from 

teachers at or shortly after 3:00pm from the area inside Gate 3. Kindergarten staff will ensure a 

handover with After School Care staff of students enrolled in this program.  

 

Year 1 – year 6 pick up 

Many students make their way home at the end of the day by bike, bus or walking. If your child or 

children are travelling home without adult supervision, we ask that you help them plan to use the gate 

that will best suit their destination.  

 

For example: 

Bike riding:   The use of Gate 2 gives direct access to the bike cage and would be most 

   suitable 

Walking to Dunlop:  The use of Gate 4 would be most appropriate (also to parts of Fraser) 

Using the underpass: The use of Gate 2 provides excellent access to the underpass 

Picked up by car: The use of Gates 1 (K-1 students) and 2 (2-6 students) would be ideal for this. 

 

Teachers will be discussing with students the best gate to use once students return to face-to-face 

teaching. 

 

Many families will choose to pick children up from school. We are recommending that only one adult 

attend the school for this purpose and that adults wait on the school oval for children. The oval 

provides the best conditions for social distancing as well as being an outdoor space. We will be 

directing students to exit from Gate 3 to parents/carers waiting on the oval.  
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Hygiene 
routines 

Where will hand sanitiser be located?  

Hand sanitiser will be available in every classroom to supplement regular handwashing with water and 
soap. 
 
What will hand washing routines look like? 

Staff and students will undertake hand hygiene regularly, particularly on arrival and before and after 
eating. Our toilet blocks have been identified for use by particular cohorts. 
 
Please practice this routine with your child before they return to school: 

 
Teaching and 
learning  

Cohorting 

Our school will limit unnecessary physical interaction between students on school grounds and the 

mixing of student cohorts (those not routinely learning together) where possible. Student cohorts will 

have identified shared areas and use of shared spaces.  

Our teachers, executive, learning support assistants and relief staff are attached to separate cohorts 

and minimal interaction will occur between cohorts of staff and students. Our cohorts are: 

1. Preschool 

2. Kindergarten 

3. Year 1 

4. Year 2 

5. Years 3 and 4 

6. Years 5 and 6 

 

There is a combining of cohorts in outdoor spaces, i.e., at recess and lunch, as detailed below, in the 

Break times section. 

Our teachers will prioritise re-establishing routines and expectations, building relationships and 

collaboration. Literacy, numeracy and inquiry learning incorporating a number of other learning areas 

and capabilities will commence after a period of re-establishing relationships. 
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What adjustments to specialist teaching programs will occur?  

Specialists will work with 1-2 cohorts depending on the cohort size. The specialist teacher will not be 

able to teach specialised programs across the school. End of year reports will reflect this with specialist 

subject indicators removed from the five (5) point scale.  

 

 

Specialist Program Teachers 

Teacher Subject Cohort 

Mr. Andrew Larsen STEM Years 5/6 

Ms. Lynne Washington Performing Arts Years 3/4 

Ms. Nikki Tegg  Health Years 3/4 

Ms. Melinda Clarke Library Year 2 

Ms. Jemima Moore Physical Education Year 2 

Ms. Brooke Sinclair Dance Year 1 

Ms. Lisa Gorell Science Year 1 and Kindergarten 

Ms. Kathryn Couter SCARF Values Kindergarten and Preschool 

Ms. Michelle Calipari Support Preschool 

 
Classroom teachers are well equipped to teach subjects across the curriculum, including the areas that 
Fraser Primary School has traditionally engaged specialist teachers for.  
 
Our Learning Support Assistants and Specialist staff have been allocated to cohorts to continue 

support programs. 

 

How will learning be communicated? 

- Term overviews were sent home at the start of week 2 
- Preschool will continue to engage with families via Seesaw.  
 

 
Break times 

 

Our school will be able to continue having whole school break times at: 

Recess: 11.00am – 11.25am 

Lunch:   1.00pm – 1.40pm 

 

There will be 10 minutes of supervised eating time within cohorts at the beginning of each break. All 

students should also bring a piece of fruit or vegetables for Brain Boost. 

 

Students in Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 will be able to play on the junior equipment and hard 

surfaces on the ‘inner’ playground. We completely understand that young children need to move and 

have the option to run on grassed areas. Junior primary teachers are aware of this and will be planning 

different times throughout the day to offer these opportunities to students. Teachers will make 

excellent use of our new grassed area that is now open. Teachers are also mindful that we have a Sun 

Smart policy to work within.  

Students in Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 will make use of the ‘outer’ playground, including the 

senior play equipment, the small oval, the new grassed area and at times, the large oval. 

 

Each cohort group will also offer an inside option for students at lunch time.  
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Junior primary staff (K-2) will have playground supervision with junior students and senior primary 

staff (3-6) will have playground supervision with senior students. 

 

All students will need to bring a labelled drink bottle as bubblers are not in use. 

 

Before and 
After School 
Care 

Before and After School Care Educators have been working for the duration of the lockdown. They will 

continue to follow the Organisation's COVID Response Plan, as well as adhere to ACT Health 

requirements. Masks are mandatory for staff both inside and outside, they will sign in using the Check 

in CBR app each time they work, use appropriate hand and respiratory health practices, as well as 

maintain social distancing from adults.  

Dropping off and collecting students from the school site will occur, however educators will not enter 

the classrooms. 

School 
canteen 
 

Will the school canteen be operating? 

The Fraser Primary School Canteen will continue to operate each day. The canteen has a COVID-19 

plan and has COVID-19 safety measures in place. This will include pre ordering only via flexischools. 

Information on how to access the canteen and register for flexischools can be found at: 

https://www.fraserps.act.edu.au/our_community/canteen  

There will be no access to over the counter purchases at recess or lunch. 

 

We will continue to review and adjust these measures based on the most up to date advice from 

ACT Health. 

Remember, all adults and children aged 12 years and above are eligible for vaccination. If your child 

is eligible but not yet vaccinated, we encourage you to book them in by calling the COVID-19 

vaccination line on 5124 7700 daily between 7.00am-7.00pm. Bookings can also be made with some 

GP clinics and pharmacies. 

We understand that there has been considerable change and uncertainty for our students during the 

pandemic, and as we transition back to school. I would remind you that you and your child can book 

an appointment with our Telehealth Support Service on 6205 1559 between 9.00am and 4.30pm 

weekdays.  

For more information about the return to school, I would recommend visiting the Education 

Directorate’s website.  

You can keep up to date with the latest health information, advice and resources on the ACT’s 

COVID-19 website. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support and understanding as we 

return to face to face schooling.  

We look forward to seeing all our students back at school. 

Kind regards, 

 

Mark Deeker 

Principal 

Fraser Primary School 

 

https://www.fraserps.act.edu.au/our_community/canteen
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/eligibility?lang=en
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/covid-school-arrangements
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/covid-school-arrangements
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/

